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century, under Anglo-Norman influence, the S was dropped and the name be- 
came Notingeham; and variations of these Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Norman 
spellings during all these centuries are adduced. The field of place-name 
research presents many pitfalls and dangers and the author of this painstak- 
ing study claims nothing more for it than that it may afford instruction to 
some and "that the theories — often very bold — propounded in the book may 
draw valuable comments from its critics. ' ' 

The Place-Names of Oxfordshire, their Origin and Development. 

By Henry Alexander. With a preface by H. C. Wyld. 251 pp. Claren- 
don Press, Oxford, 1912. 5s. 8x5%. 
Enumerates all the examples of popular etymology and notes the influences 
of Norman French spelling and other points of general philological interest. 
The place names of about a dozen English counties have now been subjected 
to similar investigation and the work is in progress in four other counties. 

Xi'Archipel de la Manche. By Camille Vallaux. 256 pp. Collection 
des Voyages Illustres. Map, ills. Hachette & Cie, Paris, 1913. Fr. 4. 
7% x 5. 
This well-stocked volume on the Channel Islands contains an interesting 
history of the people, and their customs old and new. Historically the islands 
belong to England but geographically they are nearly identical in their fauna 
and flora with the nearby continent and at one time were undoubtedly part 
of the mainland. The density of population is 380 to the square kilometer, 
as populous as the industrial and mining districts of Westphalia or Lancashire. 
The cattle of Jersey and Guernsey, of course, receive due attention. These 
famous cows are the largest factor in the export trade from the two islands, 
and the United States takes the greater part of them. Through extensive 
farming, the people of Guernsey, and Jersey especially, have readjusted them- 
selves to the resources of their islands which were very little known fifty years 
ago. This little book will be of interest to all who contemplate a trip to 
these picturesque islands. Much condensed guide book information is given 
at the end of each chapter and this, with its legendary, geographical and his- 
torical phases, makes the book very helpful. It is profusely illustrated and 
has a small scale map. A. C. Bartlbtt. 

lies Divisions Regionales de la France. Lecons faites a l'Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes Sociales. Par P. Vidal de la Blache, C. Bloch et al. 260 
pp. E. Alcan, Paris, 1913. 6 Fr. 8% x 5%. 

Geographical conditions prevailing in France at the time of the revolution 
are compared with changes due to modern activity. The criteria available for 
territorial partitioning are shown to resolve themselves into numerous factors 
among which improvement in transportation methods, growth of urban 
agglomerations or the development of seaports are of prime importance. The 
work deserves distinction because it leads to the conception that geographical 
unity does not depend on mere physiographic delimitation but that it is sub- 
ject to varied influences. Each qualifying condition may serve for regional 
demarcation within its own particular sphere. It is only the group, however, 
which may be considered in singling out a geographical region. 

Leon Dominian. 
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